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In general, sidewalks (known as pavements or footpaths in British English) are not regulated as 

comprehensively as roadways. This is not to say that sidewalks are unregulated. For example, states or their 

municipalities often impose obligations such as snow removal on adjacent landowners, restrict the use of 

motor vehicles and even bicycles, and prohibit obstructions, loitering, and certain commercial activities. Many 

communities also regulate whether and how e-scooters can be used and parked on sidewalks, and some are 

beginning to address sidewalk delivery robots. In addition, vehicle codes generally do govern the use of roads 

by pedestrians, including (though not only) at crosswalks.  

All these disparate laws, however, are generally not conceptualized as "rules of the sidewalk" akin to "rules of 

the road." And it may be that no such codification is needed. Indeed, a sidewalk code that is as complex, 

unstructured, and inaccessible as the typical vehicle code could be far worse than the status quo. However, the 

popularity of e-scooters, the potential popularity of sidewalk delivery robots, the actual and perceived conflicts 

between these modes and other sidewalk users (especially disabled and vulnerable pedestrians), and the 

introduction and even enactment of legislation addressing these conflicts all suggest that more holistic rules of 

the sidewalk may be useful. 

If so, then such a sidewalk code should speak both to human users and to automated systems such as sidewalk 

delivery robots and, potentially, automated e-scooters and personal service robots. Behavioral rules should be 

formulated so that they are applicable to and understandable by all of these modes. Yet there may be 

important differences between human and automated users -- including in what rules are appropriate for 

them, in how they learn those rules, in whether and how they actually comply with them, and in how that 

compliance is enforced.  

There are many ways that law could attempt to safely, justly, and effectively manage the interaction of these 

sidewalk users with each other and their infrastructure. At one extreme, a sidewalk code might be far more 

detailed than a vehicle code. At the other extreme, it might consist only of Asimov's famous Three Laws of 

Robotics or even of a unitary requirement to just "be reasonable." A code might be phrased in terms of inputs 

such as spatial awareness, outputs such as speed, outcomes such as collision avoidance, impacts such as overall 

safety, or some combination of these four metrics. For robots, children, and pets, a code might be addressed to 

the immediate users themselves or to the natural or legal persons that supervise or direct those immediate 

users. Each of these approaches will likely need to address inherent tensions -- including specificity versus 

simplicity, certainty versus flexibility, and descriptivism versus prescriptivism.  

An effort to draft a sidewalk code will also need to define an appropriate scope. Will the rules apply to all 

potential sidewalk users or only a subset of them? Will the rules apply to these users only when they are on 

sidewalks (whatever those are) or also when they are in crosswalks, on the shoulders or at the curbs of roads, 

and on facilities such as bike paths and plazas? Will the rules be exclusively substantive in nature or will they 

also address procedural aspects such as licensing and enforcement?  

Your task for the remainder of the semester is to develop "rules of the sidewalk." You and your colleagues may 

-- and indeed must -- decide what this means and how to achieve it. This will involve questions of substance 

(including scope and structure) and process. For example, the class may collectively -- though not individually -- 

choose to work as a whole, in coordinated and complementary committees, in distinct and redundant teams, 

or as individuals. And each of these units may in turn decide how to perform, document, and present its work. 

This work will be judged on the four metrics that we have repeatedly discussed: inputs, outputs, outcomes, and 

impacts. 


